
Welcome Days: Studying as a Degree-Seeking 
International Student

Britta Förster, M. A. | Central Study Advisory and Counseling Service (Zentrale Studienberatung)
Welcome Days at the University of Bonn



WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

1. ‘STUDY CULTURE’

2. ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES

3. COUNSELING & SERVICE



‘STUDY CULTURE’



‘STUDY CULTURE’

Interactive education system

• Active learning attitude expected

• High level of autonomy & self-reliant studying expected 



‘STUDY CULTURE’

Time management

• Time management = one key factor for studying successfully

• Daily / weekly workload not controlled by anyone



‘STUDY CULTURE’

Attendance & active participation

• No universal compulsory attendance 

• Attendance regulations announced in online course catalogue 
“BASIS” → basis.uni-bonn.de

• Please note: The ‘qualification goal’ of a class is often difficult to 
achieve without regular attendance & active participation!

http://www.basis.uni-bonn.de/


‘STUDY CULTURE’

Getting in touch with teachers/ instructors

• Via consultation hours 

• Urgent questions can usually be asked after (or during) class

Check out departmental website(s) for contact information!



ORGANIZING
YOUR

STUDIES



ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES – COURSE TYPES

“Vorlesung”/ “Plenum”| Lecture

“Seminar” | Seminar

“Übung”/ “Tutorium” | Tutorial



ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES | “S.T.”/ “C.T.”

10 s.t. = 10 am
10 c.t. = 10:15 am

s.t. (“sine tempore”) = without time = at the stated time

c.t. (“cum tempore”) = with time = 15 minutes later 
Akademisches Viertel = “academic quarter of an hour”

→ Check course announcements in 
BASIS (online course catalogue)!



ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES
ONLINE COURSE CATALOGUE – BASIS.UNI-BONN.DE

http://www.basis.uni-bonn.de/


ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES – GRADING

German grading scale 

• 1,0 – 1,5 = “sehr gut” 

• 1,6 – 2,5 = “gut” 

• 2,6 – 3,5 = “befriedigend” 

• 3,6 – 4,0 = “ausreichend” 

• 5,0 = “nicht ausreichend” 
→ failed



ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES – DEGREE PROGRAM

Get to know your degree program (structure, possible focus areas, …)

• Study schedules (“Studien(verlaufs)pläne“)
• Module guides
• Examination/study regulations

→ via website of your degree program on 
uni-bonn.de/studienangebot (EN) 

http://www.uni-bonn.de/studienangebot


ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES –
SUBJECT-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Get to know your subject-specific study advisor(s) 
(Fachstudienberatungen) & 
departmental student council(s) (Fachschaften)!

 Subject-specific information
• Registration procedure at your examination authority 

and registration procedure for courses

• Class schedule via online course catalogue BASIS

• Your subject-specific advisor(s) and departmental student 
council(s) can inform you on potential orientation events!

→ uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung
→ uni-bonn.de/fachschaften

http://www.uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung


ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES
ONLINE COURSE CATALOGUE – BASIS.UNI-BONN.DE

1. Course registration within registration period
→ With Uni-ID: via BASIS
→ Without Uni-ID: Contact instructor/ “Fachstudienberatung” 

(subject-specific study advisor(s)) via email
→ Registration can be withdrawn 

→ Mind the ‘withdrawal period’ 

2. Exam registration
→ Uni-ID required for registration via BASIS
→ No automatic or compulsory exam registration
→ Registration can be withdrawn 

→ Mind the ‘withdrawal period’ 

http://www.basis.uni-bonn.de/


ORGANIZING YOUR STUDIES
ONLINE COURSE CATALOGUE – BASIS.UNI-BONN.DE

People who may help you (register):
• Your “Fachstudienberatung” (subject-specific study advisor(s))

uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung
• Your teacher/ instructor
• Other persons in your study program

• BASIS support & FAQ
basis-support.uni-bonn.de

http://www.basis.uni-bonn.de/
http://www.uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung
http://www.basis-support.uni-bonn.de/


COUNSELING
&

SERVICE

Reach out!



COUNSELING & SERVICE
WWW.UNI-BONN.DE/EN/STUDYING/CONSULTATION-AND-SERVICE



Zentrale Studienberatung – “ZSB”
(Central Study Advisory and Counseling Service)

• Study Advice and Support

• Workshops & Coachings (in German and English)

→ uni-bonn.de/study-advisory-service

COUNSELING & SERVICE

http://www.uni-bonn.de/study-advisory-service


COUNSELING & SERVICE



COUNSELING & SERVICE

Fachstudienberatung (subject-specific study advisors)

• Subject-specific counseling
with “Fachstudienberater*innen“
“Studiengangsmanager*innen“, …

• Advice regarding your choice of focus areas, course of studies, …

• Help with your individual class schedule

• Help with coordinating more than one subject/ degree program

→ uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung

http://www.uni-bonn.de/fachstudienberatung


COUNSELING & SERVICE

Fachschaften
(Departmental student councils)

• Represent student interests of a certain 
degree program

• Contact & advice for new students

• Connect co-students, provide orientation 

→ uni-bonn.de/fachschaften Peer-to-
peer



COUNSELING & SERVICE

Allgemeiner Studierendenausschuss – “AStA”
(General Students’ Committee)

• International Students Department

• Social services / counseling

• AStA shop 

• … and much more

→ asta-bonn.de

Peer-to-
peer

http://www.asta.uni-bonn.de/


COUNSELING & SERVICE

Career Service

• Focus on transition from student life to 
professional life

• Consultation hours
 email your CV prior to the appointment

• “Career Service Appointment” for English-speaking students

• Seminars on career orientation and career entry planning (e.g. 
job application, job interviews, etc.)

→ uni-bonn.de/careerservice



Financed by

 Events for all international students

 Grammar correction of job applications

 Information about career entry

 Intensive Career Program

iStart
Planning your career in Germany?

More info: www.uni-bonn.de/istart
E-Mail: start@uni-bonn.de

Join us
on eCampus!

Pictures sources:  Freepik, iconixor, Eucalyp, Smashicons by https://www.flaticon.com

much more support!+

We offer for international students: 



34

Individual
Consultation

Hours

Workshops
for your

Study Success

Guidance
on Financing
Your Studies

Host Family
Program

“iStudy Family
& Friends”

Support for international students at bachelor‘s and state examination level

International Office

Section 6.3. „International Students and Study 
Programs“
Katrin Limani und Deborah Schwarz
Telefon: 73-7414
E-Mail: istudy@uni-bonn.de



Zentrale Studienberatung04.09.2025

WORKSHOPS “RESSOURCENSTARK DURCH’S STUDIUM”
(PUSH THROUGH YOUR STUDIES – IN GERMAN & ENGLISH)



COUNSELING & SERVICE

Schreibberatung (Writing Consultation)
studierendenwerk-bonn.de/en/counselling-social-
affairs/writing-consultation



COUNSELING & SERVICE

Literature divided into 

→ main library

→ departmental libraries



COUNSELING & SERVICE

Departmental libraries

• Specific literature

• Free of charge

• ‘Offline use’ and ‘online use’



COUNSELING & SERVICE

• Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek (“ULB”)
(Main library | University and State Library)

• Abteilungsbibliothek MNL
(MNL branch library)



COUNSELING & SERVICE

How to use the libraries

• Introductory sessions to using the libraries (digital + on-site)
• FAQs for new students

ulb.uni-bonn.de/en/information-for/first-semester-students

http://www.ulb.uni-bonn.de/en/information-for/first-semester-students


WEB PORTAL “STARTING YOUR STUDIES” 
UNI-BONN.DE/STARTING-YOUR-STUDIES

Don’t panic!? – Starting my studies at the 
Uni Bonn
x

 online presentations
 open consultation hours
 workshop for new students

http://www.uni-bonn.de/Starting-your-studies


HELPFUL INFORMATION MATERIAL FOR NEW STUDENTS

Get your personal copy of 
the „Studienkompass“ at 
the “Infobox for studies“! 

 Poppelsdorfer Allee 49
 uni-bonn.de/en/international/campus-

international/welcome-days/incoming-guide_en.pdf
 uni-bonn.de/starting-your-studies “Studienkompass“

https://www.uni-bonn.de/en/international/campus-international/welcome-days/incoming-guide_en.pdf
http://www.uni-bonn.de/starting-your-studies


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 
HAVE A GREAT TIME IN BONN



ZENTRALE STUDIENBERATUNG (“ZSB”) | UNI-BONN.DE/ZSB
CENTRAL STUDY ADVISORY AND COUNSELING SERVICE

http://www.uni-bonn.de/zsb
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