


2

UNIVERSITY OF BONNInfo Session Housing / Agenda

1. Map of Bonn

2. Dorm room application

3. Private accommodation market

4. Payment / General rules

5. City registration

6. Q&A



UNIVERSITÄT BONNHousing – Where to look? 
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The smaller towns around Bonn 
are easily accessible by train, 
tram or bus and offer a good 
altervative to live – if only for the 
first months. 



Bonn Bad  
Godesberg

4Uni Bonn 360: 360.uni-bonn.de/DE-M_Start/index.htm?skip-loading 

https://360.uni-bonn.de/DE-M_Start/index.htm?skip-loading


UNIVERSITY OF BONN
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Dorm room application
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UNIVERSITY OF BONNGeneral Information

1. The University of Bonn does not provide student
accommodation.  Studierendenwerk Bonn = owner of
dormitories

2. Start looking for accommodation as soon as possible

3. Stay flexible

4. Keep your options open

5. Consider a short-time accommodation for the first couple of weeks 
while  you are room hunting at sight
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UNIVERSITY OF BONNApplication Studierendenwerk Bonn

• Student dorm rooms: Studierendenwerk Bonn (300-550€) - All dormitories are mixed 
gender.

• Apply as soon as possible, even without confirmation of study place. 
•      Waiting  time: about 6 months, sometimes even longer.
• Monthly confirmation e-mails – check Spam folder!
 Application is valid for up to 1 year.
• Please note, that due to high demand, a room in a student dormitory cannot  be 

guaranteed even if you apply early.
• The earlier, the better your chances! 

www.studierendenwerk- bonn.de/en/accommodation
• Cancelations will not be sent!

https://www.studierendenwerk-bonn.de/en/accommodation/
http://www.studierendenwerk-bonn.de/en/accommodation


UNIVERSITY OF BONNHow to apply for a student  dormitory?
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UNIVERSITY OF BONNStudent dormitory choice

Choose as many dormitories as possible! 10

“Apartment accessible to people with disabilities”

„Apartment unfurnished“

„Single room unfurnished“

„All single rooms in Bonn“

„All apartments in Bonn“



Dorm Room Offer

11

1. Follow the instructions that you have received from the 
Studierendenwerk Bonn. Note the deadline!

2. Rental documents need to be sent via post! (as of April 2026)
• We recommend you also send the signed documents via e-mail and 

inform the Studierendenwerk
3. Pay first month rent and deposit
4. Arrange a move-in date and time with your property manager

• Bring your rental contract and proof of payment with you in printed 
form!

5. International Tutors in the dormitories



UNIVERSITY OF BONNMove-In Dormitory
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1. Move-in possible usually from Monday through Friday 09 am until 04 
pm

2. No move-in possible during public holiday.
3. Public holidays:

• October 03 – Tag der deutschen Einheit (Day of German Unity)
• November 01 – Allerheiligen (All Saints Day)

4. Exceptions for later or earlier move-ins arrange with property manager. 
(e.g. if you arrive later during the day)

5. Move-ins before the first of the month not possible (e.g. September 
30, when rental contract starts in October)



UNIVERSITY OF BONNCouple/ Family dorms

• The Studierendenwerk Bonn also provides  
accommodation for couples or families

• Couples = Both enrolled / Apply online add info in  sections 
„Hints“ about partner:
• Full name and date of birth
• Apply around the same time

• Family dorms require WBS – Wohnberechtigungsschein from the 
city of Bonn & Family application form =  application via e-mail
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https://www.bonn.de/vv/produkte/Wohnberechtigungsschein.php
https://www.studierendenwerk-bonn.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Wohnen/Downloads/Bewerbungsformular_Familien.pdf
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UNIVERSITY OF BONNChecklist dorm room  
Studierendenwerk Bonn

 Application Studierendenwerk Bonn
 Confirm mail every month – check your Spam Folder!
 Dorm room offer: follow the instructions from the mail from the  

Studierendenwerk Bonn
Make payment of first rent and deposit
 Send documents
 Arrange a move-in date with property manager
 Bring rental contract and proof of payment with you in printed form
 After move-in: Contact international tutors



UNIVERSITY OF BONN
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Private accommodation  
market



UNIVERSITY OF BONNWhat kind of housing is there?
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• own flat such as a one room apartment                        
(“Einzimmerapartment”) or more rooms

• one room in a shared flat (“Wohngemeinschaft” = WG)

• one room in a house / apartment with a family

• student dormitories by the Studierendenwerk
(usually your own room with shared bathroom and kitchen)

https://www.studierendenwerk-bonn.de/en/accommodation/


UNIVERSITY OF BONNKnow how to answer a housing ad!
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The housing market can be stressful. Not all messages will be answered so try 
to stand out – positively!

• introduce yourself fully (name, nationality, what you are studying)

• explain that you have secure funding (such as enough money and support 
from family)

• imagine what you would like to hear as a landlord/landlady: neat and tidy, 
quiet and focusing on your studies a.k.a. no trouble 

• in case of shared flats: give some personal info about yourself, such as 
hobbies, what you do for fun, if you already have experience in sharing an 
apartment, etc.



Useful Housing Terms & Abbreviations

Kaltmiete/KM Rent without utility costs

Warmmiete/WM Rent with utility costs

Nebenkosten/NK Utility costs 
(e.g. water, heating, garbage collection)

Kaution Deposit

Wohngemeinschaft/WG Shared apartment

Möbliert/möbl. furnished

Unmöbliert unfurnished

Einbauküche/EBK Kitchen included
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UNIVERSITY OF BONNPreparation

Prepare documents such as:
1. Cover letter

„Anschreiben“
2. Self tenant assessment 

„Mieterselbstauskunft”
3. Certificate of no Outstanding Rent

„Mietschuldenfreiheitsbescheinigung”
4. Financial proof

Proof of income, blocked account, scholarship, support from others



Potential Housing Scams

How to recognize potential scams?
• It is too good to be true. Too cheap for the location. E.g. One-room 

apartment, furnished in Bonn city centre for €250 including utilities. 
• Unprofessional communication. Poor grammar, writes only in English 

and not in German, and does not give clear answers.
• The person claims to be abroad and writes that you cannot see the 

apartment before moving in and urges you to pay the first month's 
rent or the deposit. 

If you are unsure, try the following steps: 
• Search online for the person's email address and/or name.
• Use trustworthy websites (unfortunately, fraudulent ads can also 

appear here, but usually less so).
• Do not send any money before you have signed the rental agreement. 
• Many websites allow you to report ads. Please do so if you suspect 

that it could be a scam. 

Untrustworthy offer? Do not pay!
Pay only after signing the contract



UNIVERSITY OF BONNSearching platforms accommodation
(list not complete, please use as many sources as possible)

Long-term Accommodation
average cost ≈ 500 € per month

• www.immowelt.de

• www.immobilienscout24.de

• www.wg-gesucht.de

• www.en.wg-suche.de

• www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de
21

http://www.immowelt.de/
https://www.immobilienscout24.de/
http://www.wg-gesucht.de/
http://www.en.wg-suche.de/
https://www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de/s-wohnung-mieten/bonn/c203l1038


UNIVERSITY OF BONNShort-Term Accommodation
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If you don’t have permanent housing before your arrival, there are a few 
temporary options to stay at for a few nights:

Hostels: Haus Venusberg

Max Hostel

Hostel 45

Basecamp Bonn

https://jugendpastoral.erzbistum-koeln.de/haus-venusberg/wohnen/wohnen/
https://max-hostel.de/en/
https://hostel45.de/
https://www.basecamp-bonn.de/


UNIVERSITY OF BONN
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Payment / General rules



Housing – Payment

• Deposit: 
• The deposit is a guarantee for the landlord/ landlady in case any damage might 

occur during your stay in the accommodation. 
• The landlord/ landlady is obligated to pay back the deposit a few weeks after 

your move-out.
• Rent is usually not paid in cash!
• Transfer the monthly rent on time according to your contract

• usually at the beginning of the month
• you can install a standing order (“Dauerauftrag”) from your bank account
• SEPA direct debit authorization for a dorm room

• The Studierendenwerk can deduct the rent from your bank account for the 
duration of your rental contract.



UNIVERSITY OF BONNHousing – General rules
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There are some general duties that are expected of tenants:
• reducing humidity in the apartment and preventing mold

• opening windows regularly (Lüften), i.e. after showering, after cooking, 
in the morning

• if you have a room in the cellar for the washing machine, dry the clothes 
there or outside

• Air conditioner (Klimaanlage) is not common in apartments
• informing the landlord/landlady if something is broken or you find 

something odd 



UNIVERSITY OF BONN
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City registration



Why do you need to register with the city?
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It is a legal requirement for anyone staying in Bonn for more than 3 months.

The city registration is required for many following steps:

1. opening a bank account

2. applying for a residence permit

3. getting a German tax ID

City registration in Bonn

https://www.bonn.de/vv/produkte/Anmeldung-nach-dem-Meldegesetz.php?form=translationDisclaimer-NzkwMDA4OTI2&action=submit#translationDisclaimer-NzkwMDA4OTI2


UNIVERSITY OF BONN

The city registration has to be done in person. You need: 
• filled-out registration form 

• filled-out confirmation by your landlord/landlady
(“Wohnungsgeberbestätigung”)

• valid ID (personal ID or passport)

Register within 2 weeks after your move-in!

Make an appointment before coming to Bonn! 

Watch our info video on Accommodation, City Registration and Broadcasting 
Fee on Youtube

How to register with the city?
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https://formulare.bonn.de/metaform/Form-Solutions/?2&releaseUserId=05314000-0001-0211&releaseID=612c9415d17ea336555a7439&releaseOrganizationID=05314000-0001&assistant=KFAS_33_117&translation=false&storable=true&fileUrl=https%253A%252F%252Fformulare.bonn.de%252Fmetaform%252FForm-Solutions%252Fsid%252Fassistant%252F612c9415d17ea336555a7439&oID=05314000-0001&kdnr=05314000-0001
https://www.bonn.de/medien-global/amt-33/33_4_065_11_25_Wohnungsgeberbestaetigung.pdf
https://youtu.be/2SDzpVgaIrs


UNIVERSITY OF BONN

Q&A
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Contact

International Office
Section 6.3, Section International Students and Study Program
Marvin Dopieralski 
Housing: housing@uni-bonn.de

International Service Point / General questions
+49 228 73-5544 / international@uni-bonn.de
Address: Poppelsdorfer Allee 53  
53115 Bonn
Opening Hours: Mo to Fr 8 am to 4 pm

mailto:housing@uni-bonn.de
mailto:international@uni-bonn.de
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