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Percentage of students with health impairments and
severity of the study difficulties*
Students in %*

E No health impairment

m Health impairment with study difficulties

m Health impairment with no study difficulties

* DSW 22st Social Survey 2021
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How many students does this correspond to at the University of Bonn?
(Based on around 39,000 students in winter semester 22/23*)

® No health impairment

m Health impairment with study difficulties
m Health impairment with no study difficulties

* Calculated in accordance with DSW 22st Social Survey 2021
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Movement impairments:

. Disease of the supporting structure, back or spine
. Chronic pain
. Paralysis 4%
. Disease or dysfunction of the central nervous
system

Hearing and/or speech impairments:

° Hearing impairment
. Deafness 2.8%
. Speech impairment

Visual impairments:
o Visual impairment 2.5%
. Blindness

Mental health issues:

° Depression
. Anxiety disorder 53%
. Eating disorder
. Personality disorder
Other multiple impairments:
. Mental health issues with “other impairments” or
learning disorders
o Movement impairments with chronic somatic 5%

diseases or mental health issues

Chronic somatic diseases:

. Gastrointestinal diseases

. Chronic pain

o Metabolic disorders 20%
. Allergies

. Multiple sclerosis

. Rheumatism

Learning disorders:

. Dyslexia

o Dyscalculia 4%
. AD(H)D

Other impairments:

. Tumor diseases

. Autism spectrum disorders 6%
. Chronic pain

. AD(H)D

Mental health issues and chronic somatic

diseases

(combination of mental health issue and chronic somatic

disease):

. Depression

. Anxiety disorder 2%
. Gastrointestinal diseases

. Chronic pain

. Allergies

. Eating disorder

* Data collection: Studying with Disabilities—best2—2016/17
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nes of health impairments (University of Bonn)*
Chronic somatic diseases:

Movement impairments:

. Disease of the supporting structure, back or spine
. Chronic pain
o Paralysis 4.3%
. Disease or dysfunction of the central nervous
system

Hearing and/or speech impairments:

° Hearing impairment
. Deafness 0.8%
. Speech impairment

Visual impairments:

. Visual impairment
o Blindness 1%

Mental health issues:

o Depression
. Anxiety disorder 56.5%
. Eating disorder
. Personality disorder
Other multiple impairments:
. Mental health issues with “other impairments” or
learning disorders
. Movement impairments with chronic somatic 8.7%

diseases or mental health issues

. Gastrointestinal diseases

. Chronic pain

o Metabolic disorders 16.8%
. Allergies

. Multiple sclerosis

. Rheumatism

Learning disorders:

. Dyslexia

o Dyscalculia 3.6%
. AD(H)D

Other impairments:

. Tumor diseases

. Autism spectrum disorders 4.6%
. Chronic pain

. AD(H)D

Mental health issues and chronic somatic

diseases

(combination of mental health issue and chronic somatic

disease):

. Depression

. Anxiety disorder 3.8%
. Gastrointestinal diseases

. Chronic pain

. Allergies

. Eating disorder

* Data collection: Studying with Disabilities—best2—2016/17—University of Bonn Special Analysis
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How strong an effect do the impairments have on your studies?

(Figures in %)*

Very strong
Strong 243
Neutral

Little

Very little

|

0 10 20 30

40

m Male
B Female
M Total

* Data collection: Studying with Disabilities—best2—2016/17
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Important results from the 21* Social Survey in 2016 (excerpts):

23% of students have health impairments.

Only 4% of the students concerned have an
impairment that is immediately noticeable. Almost
two thirds of the disabilities at our universities, on the
other hand, go unnoticed unless the students point
them out themselves.

The group of students with impairments relevant to
their studies and their needs is highly diverse.

Nine out of ten students (89%) reported impairment-
related difficulties with organizing and performing
their studies and in examination and teaching
situations. These are most often caused by a heavy
load of examinations, compulsory attendance and
time constraints for the work required. For 7%, the
study difficulties were due to structural barriers,
inadequate facilities or lack of quiet rooms.

Chronic ilinesses, mental health issues and specific
learning disorders (e.g. dyslexia, dyscalculia) affect
their studies just as much as physical and sensory
impairments, but in a different way.

11% of these reported that long-term physical, mental
or sensory impairments made their studies more
difficult. A good half of them stated the increase in
difficulty was large or very large. It can occur before
(83%) or during (17%) their studies.

At 55%, students with mental health issues represent
by far the largest group of students with impairments
relevant to their studies. Mental health issues also
frequently have an above-average impact on studies.
63% of them stated the increase in difficulty was large
or very large.

Students with impairments interrupt their studies
more frequently and for longer periods and change
universities and degree programs significantly more
often than their fellow students without impairments.
They also frequently study longer than their fellow
students.

57% of the students concerned know at least one
specific counseling service offered by universities and
Studierendenwerk organizations, and one third have
used at least one of these—significantly more than in
2011. The main topics are how to deal with their own
impairments and how to apply for accessibility
accommodations. Three out of five students
benefited from the counseling. Needs-based support
during the introductory period of studies was
considered especially helpful.

Marion Becker
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Percentage of impairment-related study difficulties
(Figures in %)*

No difficulties I 11%

Other subject areas Il 59,

Structural/spatial conditions N 7%

Social interaction, contact and communication I 4%

Study organization, teaching and learning IS 57%

Examinations, term papers and other course assessments IS 65%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

* Data collection: Studying with Disabilities—best2— 2016/17




