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Knowledge for Development (K4D) 
 

The Research Group Culture, Knowledge and Development of the Department of Political 
and Cultural Change, Center for Development Research (ZEF) and a Singapore based research 
group, the “Knowledge Force” at the Lee Kong Chian School of Business, Singapore Management 
University (SMU), have been in the forefront of research and debate on the construction of 
knowledge societies, the governance and management of knowledge for development. Research 
has been carried out on 

 

• knowledge sharing and the transfer of knowledge 

• development experts and consultants 

• the globalisation of knowledge: local and global knowledge 

• the development of knowledge societies in Southeast Asia 

• science parks in Singapore, India and China 

• knowledge management in development projects and in multinational corporations 

• knowledge hubs and epistemic landscapes 

 

The transfer of scientific knowledge and the development of decision support systems 
has become a focus in the final stages of the larger interdisciplinary projects at ZEF. Based on 
the KM experience of ZEF researchers and doctoral students, the research results will be 
channelled to the stakeholders in the respective research areas. The Singapore Management 
University (SMU) has run yearly since 2001 executive education courses on knowledge 
management, sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Commonwealth Fund for 
Technical Cooperation (CFTC). In these courses higher government official from Commonwealth 
countries were introduced to theories and methods of knowledge governance and knowledge 
management, e-governance and the use of ICT for development. The ZEF based Bonn 
International Graduate School for Development Research (BIGS –DR) has regularly offered 
courses on knowledge management and knowledge governance. 

 

The community of practice and research on knowledge for development has been guided by 

 

Professor Solvay Gerke, Director, ZEF, University of Bonn 

Professor Pang Eng Fong, Dean, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, SMU 

Associate Professor Thomas Menkhoff, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, SMU 

Professor Hans-Dieter Evers, ZEF, University of Bonn 

Associate Professor Chay Yue Wah, School of Arts and Social Sciences, SIM University 

 

The following list of books, articles, working papers and manuscripts documents the 
research results of this group and its associates. 
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Books and Monographs 
 
Gerke, Solvay and Hans-Dieter Evers (2001). Hochschulen in Indonesien. Bonn: Department of 
Southeast Asian Studies, University of Bonn. 
 
Gerke, Solvay and Hans-Dieter Evers (2002). Current Poverty Indicators in Indonesia and their 
Application in Monitoring of District Poverty Levels. Denpasar: GTZ/PRODA-NT. 
 
Hornidge, Anna-Katharina (2007). Knowledge Society. Vision and Social Construction of Reality 
in Germany and Singapore. Münster: LIT-Verlag.  
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay (Eds.) (2005). Governing and Managing 
Knowledge in Asia. Singapore and London: World Scientific Publishing. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas and Solvay Gerke (Eds.) (2002). Chinese Entrepreneurship and Asian Business 
Networks. London and New York: Routledge Curzon. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Eng Fong Pang and Hans-Dieter Evers (Eds.) (2007). The Power of Knowing: 
Studies of Chinese Business in Asia, Special Issue of the Journal of Asian Business, Vol. 22 (2007 
forthcoming). 
 
Wall, Caleb (2006). Knowledge Management in Rural Uzbekistan: Peasant, Projects and Post-
Socialist Perspectives in Khorezm. 356 pp, Ph D dissertation, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 
University of Bonn. 
 
 

Papers 
 
Chay, Yue Wah, Thomas Menkhoff, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2005). "What makes 
Knowledge Sharing in Organizations Tick? - An Empirical Study." Pp. 91-110 in Governing and 
Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah 
Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Chay, Yue Wah, Thomas Menkhoff, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2007). "Social Capital 
and Knowledge Sharing in Knowledge-based Organisations: An Empirical Study." International 
Journal of Knowledge Management (IJKM) 3:37-56. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2000). "Globalization, Local Knowledge, and the Growth of Ignorance: The 
Epistemic Construction of Reality." Southeast Asian Journal of Social Science 28:13-22. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2000). "Die Globalisierung der epistemischen Kultur: Entwicklungstheorie 
und Wissensgesellschaft." Pp. 396-417 in Vom Ewigen Frieden und vom Wohlstand der Nationen, 
edited by Ulrich Menzel. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp Verlag. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2000). Epistemic Cultures: Towards a New Sociology of Knowledge. Bielefeld: 
Working paper 330, Sociology of Development Research Centre. University of Bielefeld. 
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Evers, Hans-Dieter (2001). "Towards a Malaysian Knowledge Society." in Working Paper Series 
No. 20. Bangi: Institute of Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2003). "Transition towards a Knowledge Society: Malaysia and Indonesia in 
Comparative Perspective." Comparative Sociology 2:355-373. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2004). "Knowledge Society and the Knowledge Gap." Pp. 301-316 in 
Globalisation, Culture and Inequalities, edited by Abdul Rahman Embong. Bangi: Penerbit 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2004). "The Path towards a Malaysian Knowledge Society." Pp. 21-39 in 
Public Policy, Culture and the Impact of Globalisation in Malaysia, edited by Mohd Hazim Shah 
and Kai Lit Phua. Kuala Lumpur: Persatuan Sains Sosial Malaysia (Malaysian Social Science 
Association). 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "Global Knowledge: the Epistemic Culture of Development." Pp. 3-17 
in Local and Global: Social Transformation in Southeast Asia, edited by Riaz Hassan. Leiden and 
Boston: Brill. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "The Knowledge Gap and the Digital Divide." Pp. 71-78 in Governing 
and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers, and Yue Wah 
Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "Transition towards a Knowledge Society: Malaysia and Indonesia in 
Global Perspective." Pp. 91-110 in Governing and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by 
Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "Wissen ist Macht. Experten als Strategische Gruppe." in ZEF Working 
Paper Series No 8. Bonn: Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "'Knowledge' and the Sociology of Science." Pp. 61-70 in Governing 
and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah 
Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2005). "Transition towards a Knowledge Society." Pp. 91-110 in Governing 
and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah 
Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2006). "Wissen und Entwicklung - Milleniumsziele für den Aufbau einer 
Wissensgesellschaft." Kommunikation Global. Magazin für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
VII:62-65. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter (2007). "Globale Integration und globale Ungleichheit." in Lehrbuch der 
Soziologie, edited by H. Joas. Frankfurt und New York: Campus. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Solvay Gerke (2001). "Möglichkeiten der Kooperation mit Hochschulen in 
Indonesien. Eine Marktanalyse als Planungshilfe für Off-Shore-Aktivitäten deutscher 
Hochschulen." in SEAS Working Paper Series. Bonn. 
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Evers, Hans-Dieter and Solvay Gerke (2003). "Local and Global Knowledge: Social Science 
Research on Southeast Asia." in Southeast Asian Studies Working Paper Series No. 18. Bonn: 
Department of Southeast Asian Studies, University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Solvay Gerke (2005). "Closing the Digital Divide: Southeast Asia's Path 
towards a Knowledge Society." in ZEF Working Paper Series No 1. Bonn: Center for Development 
Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Solvay Gerke (2005). "Knowledge is Power: Experts as Strategic Group." 
in ZEF Working Paper Series No 8a. Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Solvay Gerke, Franz Gatzweiler and Paul Vlek (2006). "Knowledge and 
Development." Pp. 7-15 in ZEF Annual Report 2005-06. Bonn: Center for Development Research, 
University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Solvay Gerke and Thomas Menkhoff (2006). "Wissen und Entwicklung - 
Strategien für den Aufbau einer Wissensgesellschaft." ZEF Policy Brief No. 6. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Solvay Gerke and Thomas Menkhoff (2006). "Unerkannte Wissensfalle." 
Entwicklung und Zusammenarbeit (E+Z) 47:246-247. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Solvay Gerke and Thomas Menkhoff (2006). "Little Understood Knowledge 
Trap." Development and Cooperation 47. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Harvard Asia Quarterly (2003). "Knowledge Society and the 
Modernization of Southeast Asia. Interview with Hans-Dieter Evers." Harvard Asia Quarterly 
VII:38-42. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Anna-Katharina Hornidge (2006). "Knowledge Hubs in the Straits of 
Malacca." in ZEF Working Paper Series No 20. Bonn: Center for Development Research, University 
of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Markus Kaiser and Christine Müller (2003). "Entwicklung durch Wissen: eine 
neue globale Wissensarchitektur." Soziale Welt 54:49-70. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Thomas Menkhoff (2002). "Selling Expert Knowledge: The Role of 
Consultants in Singapore's New Economy." in ZEF-DiscussionPapers on Development Policy Nr. 
55. Bonn: ZEF Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Thomas Menkhoff (2005). "Strategic Groups in a Knowledge Society: 
Knowledge Elites as Drivers of Biotechnology Development in Singapore." in ZEF Working Paper 
Series No 7. Bonn: Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Thomas Menkhoff (2005). "Expert Knowledge and the Role of 
Consultants in an Emerging Knowledge Society." Pp. 143-164 in Governing and Managing 
Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay. 
Singapore: World Scientific. 
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Evers, Hans-Dieter and Thomas Menkhoff (2006). "Expert Knowledge and the Role of 
Consultants in an Emerging Knowledge-based Economy." Pp. 3-26 in Management Consulting, 
edited by S. Rajagopalan. Hyderabad: ICFAI University Press. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Caleb Wall (2006). "Knowledge Loss: Managing Local Knowledge in Rural 
Uzbekistan." in ZEF Working Paper Series No 15. Bonn: Center for Development Research, 
University of Bonn. 
 
Fuest, Veronika (2005). "Partnerschaft, Patronage oder Paternalismus? Eine empirische Analyse 
der Praxis universitärer Forschungskooperation mit Entwicklungsländern." in ZEF Working Paper 
Series No 9. Bonn: Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Gerke, Solvay (2003). "Poverty Alleviation and Measures of Poverty in Indonesia." Internationales 
Asienforum/International Asian Quarterly 34:85-106. 
 
Gerke, Solvay (2006). "HIV-Aids - Die MEZ und ihre Zielvorgaben." Kommunikation Global. 
Magazin für Internationale Zusammenarbeit VII:52-58. 
 
Gerke, Solvay (2006). "Globalizing Local Knowledge: Social Science Research on Southeast Asia, 
1970-2000." SOJOURN: Journal of Social Issues in Southeast Asia 21:1-21. 
 
Gerke, Solvay and Hans-Dieter Evers (2005). "Local and Global Knowledge on Southeast Asia." 
Pp. 79-90 in Governing and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-
Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay. Singapore, London, New Jersey: World Scientific. 
 
Gerke, Solvay, Hans-Dieter Evers and Rebecca Schweisshelm (2005). "Wissen als 
Produktionsfaktor: Südostasiens Aufbruch zur Wissensgesellschaft." Soziale Welt 55:39-52. 
 
Hornidge, Anna-Katharina (2004). “When the Younger Generation Takes Over – Singaporean 
Chinese Family Businesses in Change.“ Internationales Asienforum 35(1-): 101-131. 
 
Hornidge, Anna-Katharina (2006). "Singapore: The Knowledge-Hub in the Straits of Malacca." in 
ZEF Working Paper Series No 14. Bonn: Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Hornidge, Anna-Katharina (2006). "Defining Knowledge in Germany and Singapore: Do the 
Country-Specific Definitions of Knowledge Converge?" in ZEF Working Paper Series No 18. Bonn: 
Center for Development Research, University of Bonn. 
 
Hornidge, Anna-Katharina (2007). “Zielgerade Wissensgesellschaft – Deutschland und Singapur: 
überraschende Parallelen und Unterschiede.” Südostasien 1 (2007): 53-56. 
 
Kaiser, Markus and Hans-Dieter Evers (2003). "Vom Projektwissen zum vernetzten 
Steuerungswissen - das Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und 
Entwicklung." Pp. 79-104 in Weltwissen. Entwicklungszusammenarbeit in der Weltgesellschaft, 
edited by Markus Kaiser. Bielefeld: transcript Verlag. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2005). "Leadership in 
Knowledge Sharing: Creating Value through Collaboration." Research Paper Series, Lee Kong 
Chian School of Business, Singapore Management University #17/2005. 
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Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2006). "Exploring the 
Antecedents of New Knowledge Creation in Organizational Settings." Research Paper Series, Lee 
Kong Chian School of Business, Singapore Management University #0306. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Hans-Dieter Evers, Marshall W. Meyer and Lionel Meng Huat Lim (2005). 
"Building Vibrant Science and Technology Parks with Knowledge Management: Trends in 
Singapore." Pp. 165-198 in Governing and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas 
Menkhoff, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay. Londond and Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas and Solvay Gerke (2002). "Asia's Transfromation and the Role of the Ethnic 
Chinese Chinese." Pp. 3-19 in Chinese Entrepreneurship and Asian Business Networks, edited by 
Thomas Menkhoff and Solvay Gerke. London and New York: Routledge Curzon. 
 
Riley, Thomas B. (2005). "Knowledge Management: An Essential Tool for the Public Sector." Pp. 
113-142 in Governing and Managing Knowledge in Asia, edited by Thomas Menkhoff, Hans-
Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay. Singapore: World Scientific. 
 
Wall, Caleb (2006). "Knowledge for Development: Local and External Knowledge in Development 
Research." in ZEF Working Paper Series No 12. Bonn: Center for Development Research, 
University of Bonn. 
 
Yao, Souchou (2002). "Guanxi: Sentiment, performance and the Trading of Words." Pp. 233-254 
in Chinese Entrepreneuship and Asian Business Networks, edited by Thomas Menkhoff and 
Solvay Gerke. London and New York: Routledge Curzon. 
 
 

Unpublished Manuscripts 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter, Solvay Gerke, Verena Christmann and Thomas Menkhoff (2007). “Knowledge 
Hubs and Epistemic Landscapes”. 
 
Evers, Hans-Dieter and Anna-Katharina Hornidge (2007). "Knowledge Hubs in the Straits of 
Malacca." Asia Europe Journal (2007 forthcoming). 
 
Loh, Benjamin, Ai Chee Tang, Thomas Menkhoff, Yue Wah Chay and Hans-Dieter Evers (2003). 
"Challenges and Prospects of Applying Knowledge Management in University Research: The Case 
of the Singapore Management University." 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas (2006). Building an Intelligent Organisation: A KM Framework". Invited Paper 
presented at the International Conference 'eGovernance Enhancement via Knowledge 
Management (EG²KM)' jointly organized by METEOR Sdn Bhd (the promoter of Open University 
Malaysia), Open University Malaysia, Open University, United Kingdom and University of La 
Rochelle, France, with the support of the Asia IT & C Programme of European Commission (EC), 
Crown Princess Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 12-13 September 2006. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas (2006). "Knowledge (Traps) and Development: Challenges Ahead for 
Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia", Invited Paper presented at the Seminar on "Knowledge 
Management: Implications for Organization and Governance" organized by Institut Teknologi 
Bandung, Sekolah Bisnis dan Manajemen held at Hotel Arya Duta, Mezzanine Ballroom, Jalan 
Prapatan 44-48, Jakarta, Indonesia 10110, December 6, 2006. 
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Menkhoff, Thomas (2007). "Managing the Knowledge Trap: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Development Agencies in Asia", Invited Keynote Speech delivered at the International ADB 
Forum KM4Dev 2007 entitled "Building and Strengthening Knowledge Networks for 
Development: Issues, Challenges and Opportunities" organized by the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) in cooperation with the KM4Dev Community, Manila, 8-9 February 2007. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas (2007). "No Value Creation Without Knowledge Management! Challenges 
Ahead for Singapore SMEs". Invited Paper presented at the UOB-SMU Entrepreneurship Alliance 
Centre, Singapore Management University, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, February 13, 
2007. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas (2007). "Closing the Knowledge Gap with Effective Governance: Singapore, 
Malaysia and Indonesia Compared", Invited Keynote Speech to be delivered at the International 
K4D Conference 'Knowledge Management as an Enabler of Change and Innovation: A 
Conference for Policymakers and Practitioners' organized by the World Bank Institute, 
Knowledge for Development (K4D) Program, Cairo, Egypt, June 11-13, 2007. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2006). "Encouraging 
Knowledge Sharing in Knowledge-based Organizations: Individual and Organizational Aspects of 
Knowledge Management Leadership." in Hawaii International Conference on Systems Sciences 
(HICSS) Conference, 4-7 January 2006. University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay, Benjamin Loh and Hans-Dieter Evers (2006). "Creating 
Knowledge through Combination - A Case Study from Singapore". Paper presented at the Third 
IEEE International Conference on 'Innovations in Information Technology' (IIT'06), Track 'E-
Business, E-Governance and Information Systems', organized by the United Arab Emirates 
University (UAE), College of Information Technology (CIT), November 19-21, Dubai, UAE. 
(published in the IIT 2006 Electronic Conference Proceedings) edited by IEEE, CIT and UAE 
University (ISBN: 1-4244-0674-9). 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay, Benjamin Loh, and Hans-Dieter Evers (2007). "Dare to Share! 
Individual and Organizational Aspects of Knowledge Leadership in Knowledge-Intensive 
Organizations." CELAP Leadership Forum, Executive Leadership Academy. Pudong, Shanghai, 
China. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Wah Chay and Benjamin Loh (2007). "Leadership in Knowledge Sharing: 
Creating Value through Collaboration" in: Menkhoff, T., Pang, E.F. and Evers, H.-D. eds. The 
Power of Knowing: Studies of Chinese Business in Asia, Special Issue of the Journal of Asian 
Business, Vol. 22 (2007 forthcoming). 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Hans-Dieter Evers, Marshall Meyer and Meng Huat Lim (2004). "Creating 
'Smart' Science and Technology Parks as K-Economy Catalysts - The Singapore Experience”. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Hans-Dieter Evers and Yue Wah Chay (2005). "Theorizing, Measuring, and 
Predicting Knowledge Sharing Behavior in Organizations - A Social Capital Approach." Hawaii 
International Conference on System Sciences, HICSS-38. Hawaii 3-6 January 2005. University of 
Hawaii. 
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Menkhoff, Thomas, Solvay Gerke and Hans-Dieter Evers (2007). "Knowledge for Social 
Development and Capacity Building: Regressive and Progressive Governance Institutions in 
Southeast Asia." in Paper to be presented at the International Conference "Business, Social Policy 
and Corporate Political Influence in Developing Countries" organized by the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development, Geneva, Nov. 12-14, 2007. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Eng Fong Pang and Hans-Dieter Evers (2007). "What Makes Chinese 
Knowledge Cultures Tick? Introduction to 'The Power of Knowing - Studies of Chinese Business 
in Asia'." Journal of Asian Business, Vol.22 (2007  forthcoming). 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Eng Fong Pang, Hans-Dieter Evers and Benjamin Loh (2007). "What Makes 
Chinese Knowledge Cultures Tick?" China World International Conference on “Made in China vs. 
Made by Chinese: Global Identities of Chinese Business”, University of Durham, United Kingdom, 
19-20 March 2007. 
 
Menkhoff, Thomas, Yue Kee Wong, Tze Yian Thang and Edgardo Donata Ty (2007). "Why Is There 
No Game?" Critical Success Factors in Blending an e-Learning Module into a Knowledge 
Management Course: A Case Study from the Singapore Management University (SMU). Paper to 
be presented at the 5th International Conference on Education and Information Systems, 
Technologies and Applications (EISTA 2007) in the context of The International 
Multi-Conference on Society, Cybernetics and Informatics: IMSCI 2007, July 12-15, 2007 - 
Orlando, Florida, USA. 
 
Wirtz, Jochen, Loizos Heracleous and Thomas Menkhoff. "Value Creation through Strategic 
Knowledge Management: The Case of Singapore Airlines", in: Menkhoff, T., Pang, E.F. and Evers, 
H.-D. eds. The Power of Knowing: Studies of Chinese Business in Asia, Special Issue of the 
Journal of Asian Business, Vol. 22 (2007 forthcoming).  
 
 
 
 




