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Several states have embarked on a strategy to develop a knowledge society and a
knowledge-based economy. At the same time development agencies are stressing
the importance of their advisory role, i.e. selling and/or providing knowledge through
expert services. They have therefore also started to manage the knowledge of their
organisation. This course will discuss current theories of knowledge management
with special reference to development, outline the cultural preconditions and effects
of knowledge governance and analyse the strategies of selected governments in this
respect.

Course Requirements

Students are required to prepare one “summary paper” (2 pages) of one reference for
one session in part 1, 2 and 3 of the course plus one presentation for one session
(5-10 powerpoint slides and use of the projector). This presentation should deal with
a case study of an African or Asian country in part 3 or a development organisation in
part 4 (e.g. GTZ, World Bank, DFID). Questions on this course will appear in the final
written examination of the disciplinary social science course of the Bonn International
Graduate School for Development Research.

Course Outline

1. The Global Context

Knowledge as a Factor of Production: the Emerging K-Economy
Knowledge and Development: Closing the K-Gap

Knowledge and Power

2. Towards a Knowledge Society
Expert Knowledge and the Knowledge Market
Local Knowledge

3. Knowledge Governance

Towards a K-Society

Wawasan 2020 and the KM Strategies of Malaysia
A Centre of Excellence: KM Strategies of Singapore
KM Strategies of other countries



4. K&D Strategies of Development Organisations
Knowledge Sharing: The World Bank Approach
Knowledge powers Development: The GTZ

Selected Reading

You are encouraged to surf the internet and use web resources, especially the
Development Gateway http.//topics.developmentgateway.org/knowledge . Several
references listed below are found under the following URL: http://www.uni-
bonn.de/~hevers/ and in the ZEF Intranet under Research Support
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